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We Want to Become Literate: Senior \Women
Sudents’ Perspectives of Supplementary
School Curriculum

Horng-Wen Huang
Professor of Education
Department of Education
National Taiwan Normal University

Hsiao-Mei Wu
School Teacher
Taipei Municipal Chien-an Elementary School

Abstract

This research describes curriculum perspectives of a group of senior
women students in a supplementary school in Taipei. With long term
observation and indepth interview, the results indicate that the women
students focus their learning on learning words and related activities on the
one hand, and ignore the curriculum content which they cannot learn new
words on the other. Based on a typical case analysis of a senior working class
woman student, it is confirmed that even the woman have chance to reshape
their own gender identity and construct a new style of life after studying in
the supplementary school, but patriarchic and class structures indeed limit
the woman's educational opportunities for more than fifty years.

Keywords: Senior Woman students, Curriculum Perspective, Adult Literacy,
Gender and Class
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