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Abstract

This paper intended to analyze how education should function in a
knowledge-based economy (KBE) society. The education not only
corresponds with what the society needs, but also leads a society developing
toward an ideal state. Accordingly, three objectives were set: 1. to investigate
the status quo of emerging the KBE society. 2. to construct an ideal image
for the KBE society. 3. to analyze the functions of education to be performed
in the KBE society. Since it concerns not only “what to be”, but also “ought
to be”, and what it deals with is a newly controversial issue about KBE
society with education. Thus, the Delphi- technique was considered to be as
an appropriate approach for this study. Fourteen concerned scholars and
professionals concerned were selected as the consulting subjects. After three
times back and forth in written forms, the opinions of subjects reached a fair
agreement. Through systematical and critical examination of the data
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collection, the results revealed what the current KBE society shows, and
constructed the eight characteristics of an ideal KBE society. At last, the
study clarified nine functions which education should perform to meet the
demands of the KBE society. It is hoped that the conclusions might be taken
as a guideline to future research, as well as for education practice and also as
leading for educational innovation in the near future.

Keywords: knowledge-based economy(KBE), knowledge-based economy
society, education function
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