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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the possible mechanism
affecting students’ academic achievement in Taiwan. By referring to the
literature, seven hypotheses and a structural equation model are developed
based on the interrelationship among five constructs: family socioeconomic
status (SES), family educational resources, negative cultural capital, learning
attitudes and academic achievement. Taking the national samples of junior
high schools involved in the Taiwan Education Panel Survey (TEPS), and the
structural equation modeling approach is adopted to test the hypothesized
relationships in the study. The results from SEM have confirmed that SES,

family educational resources and students’ learning attitudes could have
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direct and positive effects on student achievement, while negative cultural
capital has direct and negative effects. In addition to the direct effects on
students’ academic achievement by SES, intervening variables, such as
family educational resources, negative cultural capital and students’ learning
attitudes, have an indirect effect on students’ academic performance. This
finding reveals that students who have high SES will reach higher levels of
academic achievement than those who have low SES, revealing the
inequality of educational opportunity. Finally, some suggestions are made

regarding educational practice and future direction of research.
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