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On K. Mollenhauer’s (1928-1998) Critical
Pedagogy

Shu-Mei Chang
Assistant Professor,
Graduate Insititue of Elementary and Secondary Education,
National Chiayi University

Abstract

The study examines the ideas of the German educator, K. Mollenhauer
(1928-1998) on critical pedagogy, as developed in the 1970s. After the mid-
1960s, Mollenhauer employs critical pedagogical theories to expand his
discussion of traditional educational issues, while also incorporating the idea
of social justice in his discussion. However, the notion of “emancipation” as
a core concept in critical pedagogy should not only be applied to external
procedures and policies but also to the cultivation of personal character. The
paper argues that egalitarian communication between teachers and students
should not only imply mutual respect on both sides, but should also focus on
improving the knowledge and experience of the youth as a basis for such
communication. These are the major issues that should not be overlooked by

educators interested in the theory and practice of critical pedagogy.
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