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Disentangle the Effects of Family Structure
on Kids Dropping out of School — A Meta-
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Professor
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Associate Professor
Department of Psychology
Fo Guang University

Abstract

The authors conducted this meta-analytical study to examine the
associations between family structure and dropping out behavior. Forty-one
studies employed logistic regression method were searched and retrieved
from various academic databases and 71 models were coded. The final 15
models meta-analyzed included 343,789 subjects from 14 data sources.

We found that the impact of non-intact family structure on dropout
behavior cannot be attributed to the spurious effects of family’s socio-
economic status. Besides, the impact of family structure on dropping out of
school might not be intervened by students’ academic achievement. Three

suggestions about dropout research and prevention were then proposed.
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