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The Exploratory Study on University
Graduates’ Further Developments in Taiwan

Da-Sen Lin
Associate Professor
Department of Sociology
Fo Guang University

Abstract

This study is to inquire university graduates’ further developments
under the rapidly expanded higher education system in Taiwan. By retrieving
the quantitative data from “Taiwan Higher Education Data System,” this
study assesses two issues—"the correlation between personal family
background and the accessibility to university” and “the effect of the types of
students’ home universities to their further developments after graduation”.
The main empirical findings of this study indicated, firstly, the variable of
personal family background was related to which types of universities they
might access. However, the model’s whole explanation (R square) was less
than 10%. Therefore, the variable of personal family background has no
serious impact on the different types of universities student access. Secondly,
students from different types of universities chose different destinations after
their graduation. Among all of the national academic university graduates,
forty-two percent of them continued to pursue further degrees in graduate
schools and less than thirty percent of them went into the labor market
directly from their graduation. Compared to their national academic

counterparts, there were about fifty percent of the graduates from
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technological and vocational education system found a full-time job after
their graduation. This study showed that different types of universities led
their students to various destinations after graduation. In addition, this study
also indicated that the different types of universities cultivated their students
in different approaches. The findings of this study not only give the
reflection of expansion in higher education system, but also provide some

crucial references for governmental policy-making in the future.
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