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Is the Prestigious Junior High School a Bridge or
a Rainbow? Testing Coleman’s Theory among
Eighth Graders in Taitung

Yih-Jyh Hwang You-1 Wu
Professor Principal
Department of Education Sing-long Elementary School

National Taitung University

Abstract

In Taiwan many parents send their children to prestigious schools
across school districts. However, according to Coleman et al., higher student
academic performance in prestigious schools is due to higher student
socioeconomic background rather than better educational quality. As we had
not seen comparative studies testing the above theory in Taiwan, we used the
census data of eighth graders in Taitung Educational Panel Survey 2005 to
understand this local phenomenon. It was showed that the average scores of
students  in the prestigious school ranked second, while students in one
private school performed best. Those students in the private school had
higher family income than students in the prestigious school. After
controlling socioeconomic and other background variables, score gap
between the prestigious school and others substantially decreased. Higher
socioeconomic background and the highest cramming percentage accounted
for the higher student academic performance in the prestigious school.

Keywords: prestigious junior high schools, academic performance,
socioeconomic background, cram schools
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