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Cultivating Learner’s Inquiry Competency to Face Future
Challenges: Focusing on the Analysis of Social Studies
Textbook of Elementary Schools

Chiang~Tai Lin
Abstract

In response to the rapid transformation of future society and the educational
reform trend of competency-oriented curriculum guidelines, “inquiry and practice”has
emerged as one of a core principles in the development of elementary social studies
curricula. Grounded in the 12-Year Basic Education Curriculum Guidelines and
referencing the Inquiry Design Model (IDM) from the U.S. C3 Framework, this
study analyzes the 2024 editions of elementary social studies textbooks published by
three publishers. It investigates how inquiry-oriented curriculum design and learning
processes are implemented and transformed in practice. The findings indicate that all
textbook versions reflect the spirit of the curriculum by adopting varied strategies to
cultivate students’ inquiry competence: Version A emphasizes a social action-oriented
approach, incorporating the 4F and problem-based learning models to guide students’
problem awareness and practical ability; Version B adopts a consistent four-step inquiry
framework to strengthen data analysis and problem-focused skills; Version C features
diverse strategies and a progressive step-by-step structure, highlighting the development
of students’ inquiry processes and critical thinking abilities. However, the analysis also

reveals several challenges, including inconsistent labeling of inquiry steps, fragmented
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learning strategies, and insufficient design for civic action. This paper argues that future
textbook development should establish coherent inquiry logic, enhance the integration of
action-oriented learning, and provide teacher supportive systems and student assessment
mechanisms to promote the instructional transformation of inquiry curricula and deepen

students’ inquiry competence.

Keywords: social action-oriented approach, problem-based learning, elementary social

studies textbooks, inquiry and practice
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